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MELBOURNE  
MUSIC TIMELINE

1800s 1900s

1841 - The first indoor gig 
took place at The Pavilion 
Theatre next door to the Eagle 
Tavern in Bourke Street. The 
building's owner, Thomas Hodge 
or Hodges, had been refused a 
theatre licence by the Colonial 
Secretary in Sydney, but the 
local police gave permission for 
a concert. 

1957 - The Thunderbirds 
form. Their single ‘Wild 
Weekend’ becomes one of the 
most successful Australian 
instrumental singles of all time. 
Orginal members are still playing 
on the local scene.

1964 - The Beatles play 
Festival Hall (June 6).

1972 - Mushroom Records 
founded by Michael Gudinski and 
Ray Evans. Billy Thorpe & The 
Aztecs draw 250,000 people to the 
Myer Music Bowl. 
The first Sunbury Pop Festival 
headlined by Billy Thorpe, Max 
Merritt, Spectrum and Chain.

1958 - The Henri Bource All 
Stars issue the very first Australian 
rock'n'roll album, Rock'n 'Roll 
Party, on the Planet label.

1965 - The Loved Ones form 
in October. Their album Magic 
Box is the only Australian 
album from the ‘60s never to 
be deleted.

1970 - Ross Wilson forms Daddy Cool.

Lionel Rose, the first indigenous Australian 
to win a world boxing title, has a nationwide 
hit with 'I Thank You' (written and produced 
by Johnny Young).

1973 - The Rolling 
Stones play Kooyong 
Tennis Centre

1878 - The Esplanade Hotel; 
St Kilda, is built. In the ‘20s 
it becomes an important jazz 
venue. Rock gigs arrive there in 
the ’70s. Also home to RockWiz.

1967 - The Seekers 
attract 200,000 people to 
the Myer Music Bowl

1900s1800s 1900s 2000s

1975 - AC/DC film ‘Long 
Way To The Top’ on flatbed truck 
travelling down Swanston Street.

1977 - Nick Cave,  
Mick Harvey, Phil Calvert 
form The Boys Next Door 
(later to become  
The Birthday Party).

1974 - Skyhooks’ landmark 
album 'Living In The ‘70s' 
released by Mushroom Records.

1976 - Triple R 
starts broadcasting 
from a terrace house 
in Carlton. 

3PBS-FM starts four 
years later from the 
Prince of Wales in 
St Kilda.

1979 - Men At Work begin a year long 
residency at Cricketers Arms in Richmond.

1985 - Dogs In Space, starring 
Michael Hutchence, filmed in Richmond.

1992 - Nirvana appear at 
The Palace, on February 1, as 
Nevermind hits big in the USA.
Bennett's Lane Jazz Club opens

2005 - Corporation Lane 
renamed AC/DC Lane. 

2011 - The Station Hotel, Prahran, 
the legendary 70s venue that saw the 
birth of The Dingoes, closes. 

2002 - The Punters Club in 
Fitzroy (376 Brunswick Street), once 
likened to New York's CBGB, closes 
as a live music venue after 15 years.

1981 - Triple J 
begins broadcasting  
in Melbourne

2004 - Adelaide hip hop 
group Hilltop Hoods put 
Australian hip hop on the map 
by selling out 4 consecutive 
Corner Hotel shows.

1987 - Star of the hit TV series Neighbours, 
Kylie Minogue releases her first single, a 
cover of ‘Locomotion.’

1990 - Archie Roach's song 
'Took The Children Away' (from 
the album Charcoal Lane) wins 2 
ARIA Awards and an International 
Human Rights Achievement Award.

1993 - The very 
first Melbourne  
Big Day Out.

2010 - SLAM RALLY,  
20,000 people support live music 
in Melbourne by protesting against 
new restrictive licensing legislation. 
(pic: P.52)

Music Victoria formed.

Dan Sultan wins two Indigenous 
Deadly Awards, two ARIA 
Awards and two AIR Awards 
and becomes only the second 
indigenous performer, next to 
Gurrumul, to take out the trifecta.
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Celebrating, promoting, 
championing and supporting 

Victorian music and 	
industry development. 

T he   independent            representati          v e  organisation           

for    contemporary             music      in   Victoria        . 

Music Victoria thanks Tourism Victoria and City of 
Melbourne’s Enterprise Melbourne initiative for their 

generous support of the Melbourne Music City guide. 
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